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Independent Review Findings on Compensation 
Payments Process of the Melbourne Response extended 
to September 30. 
 
The Archbishop of Melbourne, Denis Hart has today announced a further extension of time for receipt of 
a report from retired Federal Court Judge, the Hon. Donnell Ryan QC reviewing compensation payments 
to victims as part of the Melbourne Response into Sexual and Other Abuse. 
 
The report will now be provided to the Archbishop by September 30. 
 
Mr Ryan has received submissions from a wide range of victims of sexual abuse by clergy and other 
persons under the control of the Archdiocese of Melbourne and has now conducted interviews with most 
of them.  He has also received submissions from a range of other parties and observers of the Melbourne 
Response. 
 
To ensure that his Report accurately reflects the interviews he has conducted and the submissions 
received Mr Ryan has sought more time to prepare the final report and formulate his recommendations.  
Archbishop Hart has agreed that to ensure that Mr Ryan’s report is completed by 30 September no 
further applications for interviews will be received. 
 
Archbishop Hart also explained that Mr Ryan is going to great lengths to ensure any recommendations 
are informed as fully as possible both by submissions to the Review and the work of the Royal 
Commission.  
 
Archbishop Hart has reiterated his intention to provide to the Royal Commission the findings and 
recommendations of the Ryan Review once it has been completed. 
 
The Archbishop says he will require time after September 30 to assess the Review and its 
recommendations before releasing his own response. 
 
In April last year Archbishop Hart committed to reviewing arrangements under the Melbourne Response 
with a view to either increasing or removing the cap of $75,000 on the monetary amount offered to each 
applicant. 
 
The Melbourne Response, introduced in 1996, is the process for dealing with sexual and other abuse 
claims against priests, religious and lay people who are, or were, under the control of the Archbishop of 
Melbourne within the Melbourne Archdiocese. 
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